
(February 01, 2020) Saturday 

Death penalty | Supreme Court admits government plea seeking ‘victim and society 

centric’ guidelines (Supreme Court/ New Delhi)  

[Death Row| Shortening Deadline] 

An Application reached court after four Nirbhaya convicts separately and repeatedly 

approaching the courts for one relief or the other. Supreme Court admitted the Govt. plea to 

issue some “Victim and society centric” guidelines to avoid delay for the execution of the 

condemned people to death penalty case and added, it would not consider any plea to alter 

past judgement or existing right of death row prisoners. And pointed out the guidelines laid 

down by SC in Shatrughan Chauhan case in 2014. These guidelines had primarily held that 

unexplained delay in carrying out an execution would lead to commutation of death penalty 

to life imprisonment. The court asked how the government could file an application now, 

seeking to modify or add to the guidelines laid down by the Supreme Court in 2014 as part of 

a judgment. The application seeking shortening the deadline to seek legal remedies for the 

death row convicts. 

 

(February 01, 2020) Saturday 

SC decides to examine amendments to RTI which ‘empowers’ government (SC/ New 

Delhi) 

[RTI| Arbitrary Power| CIC] 

The SC on 31th Jan agreed to examine a petition filed by parliamentarian Jairam Ramesh 

challenging the amendments made to the RTI Act in 2019 which gives the government the 

power to decide the tenure, salaries and service terms of the Chief Information Commissioner 

and Information Commissioners according to its “whims and fancies”.A Bench led by Justice 

D.Y. Chandrachud issued formal notice to the government. The petition contended that the 

RTI Amendment Act of 2019 and its Rules cripple the objectivity and independence of the 

Central Information Commission (CIC), the top adjudicatory body under the Act, by bringing 

it under the yoke of the government. 

 

(February 02, 2020) Sunday 

CAA a ‘clear violation’ of Indian Constitution: Amnesty ( Amnesty International/ 

Washington) 

[Discrimination| Religion| CAA] 

The Amnesty International has told the U.S. lawmakers that the Citizenship (Amendment) 

Act (CAA) stands in “clear violation” of the Constitution of India and international human 

rights law and “legitimises discrimination” on the basis of religion. In reply, The Indian 

government has been emphasising that the new law will not deny any citizenship rights but 

has been brought to protect the oppressed minorities of neighbouring countries and give them 

citizenship.  



“The CAA is an internal matter of India. It has been adopted through due process and 

democratic means,” spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs Raveesh Kumar. 

Moreover, Prime Minister Narendra Modi last said the law is not about taking away 

citizenship, it is about giving citizenship. 

 

(February 03, 2020) Monday 

Prison Department flags violations by inmates, staff (DIG of Prison/ Chennai) 

[Corruption| Smuggling| Prison] 

A circular of the Prison Department, issued by the Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of 

Prisons, has flagged corruption, favouritism and other irregularities in prisons across the 

State. The circular stating about administration being corrupt and showing favouritism to a 

few prisoners. moreover, other irregularities are happening in Tamil Nadu prisons. 

Furthermore, stating corruption is deep rooted in prisons to gain prison staff money for 

providing all facilities inside prison. The DIG also said contrary to prison rules, prison staff/ 

officers had been collecting money and materials from visitors. After obtaining bribe from 

prisoners, staff allowed them to use their mobile phones and let in food from outside. The 

circular said the superior officers had been advised to conduct an appropriate enquiry and 

initiate action. 

 

(February 04, 2020) Tuesday 

SC to frame issues for 9-Bench hearing on religious rights (SC/ New Delhi) 

[9 Judge Bench| Sabarimala| ERP] 

CJI observes orally that Mr. Nariman has a “formidable point there” 

Advocate Fali Nariman has objected to the manner in which the Supreme Court turned a 

review of the Sabarimala case into an opportunity to set up a nine-judge Bench and examine 

whether certain essential religious practices of various faiths, including Islam and 

Zoroastrianism, should be constitutionally protected. CJI states that they cannot abort the 

hearing now but the objection can be raised as an issue. Moreover Mr. Nariman argued that 

the Gogoi Bench had no business to either drag other cases into the reference nor frame such 

“larger issues” when its sole mandate was to simply review the Sabarimala verdict. 

 

(February 04, 2020) Tuesday 

HC notices to State govt. on land encroachment (HC/ Telangana) 

[Land Encroachment| PIL] 

The Telangana High Court on Monday issued notices to the State government over the 

alleged encroachment of 3.22 acres of government land at Gandhamguda of Gandipet in 

Ranga Reddy district. A division after hearing a PIL plea on the matter, instructed the 

Principal Secretary of Revenue to get the land surveyed in a month and file a report. The 



Chief Justice took a serious note of government lands being illegally occupied. The 

petitioner, K. Krishna Goud, stated that not only some persons occupied government lands 

but also took up construction of multi-storied building on those lands. When the government 

counsel told the court that detailed survey of lands in and around Gandhamguda is yet to be 

taken up, the bench said that lands should be surveyed on a regular basis.  

 

(February 05, 2020) Wednesday  

‘Love jihad’ not defined under law, says Centre (Centre/ New Delhi) 

[Inter-faith Marriage| Love Jihad| Art. 25] 

The Centre on Tuesday said the term ‘Love Jihad’ is not defined under the law, and no such 

case has been reported by any of the Central agencies. Union Minister of State for Home G. 

Kishan Reddy said Article 25 of the Constitution provides for the freedom to profess, practice 

and propagate religion subject to public order, morality and health. “Various courts, including 

the Kerala High Court, have upheld this view,”. The synod of the bishops of the Syro-

Malabar Church also expressed their views, inter-religious love affairs caused family troubles 

and that such cases should be inquired into. 

 

(February 06, 2020) Thursday 

PM Modi announces Trust for Ram temple construction in Ayodhya (Assembly 

Election/ New Delhi) 

[Ram Temple| Trust] 

The PM announced in the Lok Sabha that the Union Cabinet has prepared a scheme for the 

development of Ram temple in Ayodhya as directed by the Supreme Court in its verdict. It 

has also been decided to transfer 67.703-acre land to the trust, he said, adding the Uttar 

Pradesh government has agreed to give five acres of land to the UP Sunni Wakf Board as 

directed by the Supreme Court. In a statement later, Home Minister Amit Shah said the Ram 

Janmabhoomi Tirtha Kshetra Trust would have 15 trustees and one among them would be 

from a Dalit community. 

 

(February 06, 2020) Thursday 

Implement it, observes SC after govt says women should go far ahead of men (SC/ New 

Delhi) 

[Equality| Army| Permanent Commission] 

Written note in SC containing govt’s views on permanent commission for women Army 

officers had raised eyebrows. 

Women should not just strive to equal men but go far ahead of them, Solicitor General 

Tushar Mehta told the Supreme Court on Wednesday. A written note of Govt. represented by 

Mr. Mehta, in SC regarding making women officers matching up to men in physical powers 



and their ability to take command posts in the Army.  “Why do women strive to be equal to 

men when they are and can be far ahead of them?” Mr. Mehta told a Bench of Justices D.Y. 

Chandrachud and Ajay Rastogi during an urgent mentioning. “We would like to see the 

government implement that,” Justice Chandrachud responded. The note containing govt. 

views on permanent commission for women officers. It said the “physiological limitations” 

of women officers, lower physical standards of women officers compared to men, prolonged 

absence due to pregnancy, children’s education, husband’s career prospects, etc, were great 

challenges for women officers to meet the exigencies of service. 

 

(February 07, 2020) Friday 

Supreme Court bats for just compensation in accident cases (SC/ New Delhi) 

[Road accident| Just Compensation| 100% Disability] 

The SC in a case where a young girl has left with 100% disability because of a rashly driven 

truck hit the tractor in which she was travelling in 2007, held that that compensation payable 

to a road accident victim should not be assessed neither “very conservatively” nor too 

liberally that it transforms into a bounty for the claimant. A Bench also reinforced guidelines 

laid down by the court in 1994 for motor accidents tribunals to intervene and safeguard the 

“frittering away” of road accident compensation amounts in cases in which the victims are 

children or illiterate persons or widows or disabled persons. Ordering compensation of over 

₹50 lakh in her case, Justice Gupta acknowledged that it is “impossible to equate human 

suffering and personal deprivation with money.  

(February 08, 2020) Saturday 

Include gender bias in scope of law to curb sexual harassment, says Congress member 

Rajeev Gowda (Rajya Sabha/ New Delhi) 

[Sexual harassment| Discrimination| Preventive suggestion] 

Congress member Rajeev Gowda in Rajya Sabha pointed out the urgent need to widen the 

scope of the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and 

Redressal) Act to include gender bias. He mentioned some of the points which are not 

covered in the Act. Like including denial of promotions and exclusion from important 

tasks.He suggested to widen the jurisdiction of internal complaint, presence of NGO member 

and also asked for half of total member in internal complaint committee should be women. 

Moreover, asked the companies to publish the number of complaints in their annual reports. 

(February 09, 2020) Sunday 

States not bound to make reservation in promotions, says Supreme Court (SC/ New 

Delhi) 

[Promotion| Reservation| Fundamental Rights] 

The Supreme Court reiterated in a judgment that reservation in promotion in public posts 

cannot be claimed as a fundamental right. A Bench observed that State governments are not 

bound to make reservations. And mentioned even the courts could not issue a mandamus 



directing States to provide reservations. However, if a State wishes to exercise its discretion 

and make reservation in promotions, it has to first collect quantifiable data showing 

inadequacy of representation of a class or community in public services. 

 

(February 10, 2020) Monday 

Sexual harassment at workplace: SC rejects plea (SC/ New Delhi) 

[Sexual harassment| Victim| Witness] 

The Supreme Court has refused to entertain the special leave petition filed by Sunita Thawani 

seeking protection for complainants and witnesses in sexual harassment-at- workplace cases 

from victimisation or retaliation by accused persons or organisations involved. The Delhi 

High Court had dismissed the plea in July 2019, and stated, Petitioner was effectively seeking 

the creation of a new offence under the head of ‘retaliation’, something which the Act has not 

provided. It had concluded that Ms. Thawani’s plea was “fundamentally misconceived.”  

(February 11, 2020) Tuesday 

Supreme Court upholds amendments made to nullify own judgment diluting provisions 

of SC/ST Act (SC/ New Delhi) 

[SC/ST Act| Amendment| Misuse] 

The Supreme Court on Monday nullifies its own controversial march 20, 2018 judgement by 

upholding the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) 

Amendment Act of 2018. The Supreme Court said it was wrong on the part of the March 20 

judgment to treat all SC/ST community members as “a liar or crook”. It was against “basic 

human dignity”. The March 20 judgment had diluted the original 1989 legislation, saying 

they were using its provisions to file false criminal complaints against innocent persons. The 

2018 Act had nullified a March 20 judgment of the Supreme Court, which allowed 

anticipatory bail to those booked for committing atrocities against SC and ST members.  

 

(February 12, 2020) Wednesday 

Spot, speak and stop to eradicate bonded labour: HC judge (HC/ Chennai) 

[Bonded labour| Prevention| IJM] 

Justice Vineet Kothari, executive chairman, State Legal Services Authority and Judge, High 

Court of Madras are speaking to prevent bonded labour, they said, we need to spot it, speak 

about it and work towards stopping it. Speaking at the commemoration ceremony of the 

enactment of the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act organised by the International 

Justice Mission (IJM) and British Deputy High Commission, Chennai, he said, “Awareness 

should be constantly created to ensure that people are able to spot bonded labour when it is 

happening and speak about the rights of the persons who are trapped in it.” 

 

(February 13, 2020) Thursday 



Don’t detain children in jails, lockups, Supreme Court tells police (SC/ New Delhi) 

[Juvenile| Crime| Protection] 

Police have no right to detain children in conflict with law in a lockup or a jail, said SC. Any 

apprehended juvenile has to be placed immediately under the care of a special juvenile police 

and has to produce child before Juvenile Justice Board. After producing before JJB, bail is 

the rule. And even if, for some reason, bail is not granted, a child cannot be put behind bars. 

He has to be lodged either in an observation home or in a place of safety. The law is meant to 

protect children and not detain them in jail or keep them in police custody. The police cannot 

torture children. 

(February 14, 2020) Friday 

Slapping Section 144 during CAA protests ‘illegal’ (HC/ Karnataka) 

[CAA| Sec 144| Illegal] 

Karnataka HC declared as illegal the order passed by the Bengaluru City Police 

Commissioner imposing Section 144 of the Code of Civil Procedure ahead of a series of pro- 

and anti-Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) rallies. Moreover, the court also held that the 

order did not stand judicial scrutiny in terms of the parameters laid down by the Supreme 

Court. The HC said the City Police Commissioner, discharging his duty as the District 

Magistrate (DM) had failed to give “reasons” in his December 18, 2019, order invoking 

Section 144 in contravention to the parameters laid down by the apex court in the cases 

of Anuradha Bhasin Vs Union of India and the Ramlila Maidan Incident Vs Union of India. 

(February 15, 2020) Saturday 

SC refuses to extend BS-IV deadline (SC/ New Delhi) 

[Automobile| BS| Pollution] 

The Supreme Court refused to entertain a plea by automobile dealers for permission to sell 

and register vehicles following the Bharat Stage-IV standard emission norms beyond April 1, 

2020. “There is a slowdown... Kindly allow us to sell BS-IV vehicles to clear stock,”, said 

Automobile dealer. Court stated  “You should not have produced BS-IV vehicles after that. 

Even after filing this application, you have produced these vehicles,” the court responded. 

And mentioned On October 24, 2018, a three-judge Bench had concluded that pollution 

levels have reached an “alarming and critical” level all over India. 

(February 16, 2020) Sunday 

Child rights panel chief ‘unaware of police brutalities on children’ (NCPCR/ New 

Delhi) 

[Child Right| NCPCR| illegal detention] 

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights Chairman seeks info from activists and 

organisations on illegal detentions during anti-CAA protests. And chairman Priyank 

Kanoongo said he has no information of illegal detention of children in jails or abuse by 

policemen either in Uttar Pradesh or anywhere in the country. The Supreme Court on 

February 10 ordered the Centre, the NCPCR and its arms in New Delhi and U.P. to submit a 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/anti-citizenship-act-protests-prohibitory-orders-imposed-across-karnataka/article30341530.ece
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report on detention of children in jails, calling such actions as a violation of the Juvenile 

Justice Act, 2015. 

(February 17, 2020) Monday 

14 MoUs for military spares and support signed with Russian firms 

[Intergovernmental Agreement| Defence| Defexpo 2020] 

14 MoUs were signed between Indian and Russian companies for setting up joint ventures 

covering a range of equipment from modern T-90 tanks to legacy Pechora air defence 

systems. The MoUs were signed during the 5th India Russia military industry conference 

held during the Defexpo 2020 in Lucknow. They come under the Intergovernmental 

Agreement (IGA) on joint manufacturing of spares in India signed last September for mutual 

cooperation in manufacturing of spares, components, aggregates and other material related to 

Russian or Soviet-origin arms and defence equipment. 

(February 18, 2020) Tuesday 

Women Army officers eligible for permanent commission, rules SC (SC/ New Delhi) 

[SSC| Army| Sex Stereotype] 

The Supreme Court dismissed the Union government’s submissions that women are 

physiologically weaker than men as a “sex stereotype” and declared that Short Service 

Commission (SSC) women officers are eligible for permanent commission and command 

posts in the Army irrespective of their years of service. The order castigated the government 

for submitting a note containing written submissions portraying women as physiologically 

unfit for answering the “call beyond duty” of the Army. Justice Chandrachud, who wrote the 

judgment, countered that 30% of women officers were deputed in conflict zones. He said the 

note screamed of the age-old patriarchal notion that domestic obligations rested only with 

women. The court found the remarks in the note not only constitutionally invalid but 

discriminatory, affecting the dignity of women officers. 

(February 19, 2020) Wednesday 

SC voices concern over the loss of green cover (SC/ New Delhi) 

[Deforestation| Heritage trees] 

Chief Justice of India Sharad A. Bobde said Deforestation is so rapid that before anyone 

knows everything will be lost. A three-judge Bench, was hearing a petition challenging the 

cutting of heritage trees in West Bengal to create space for an over-bridge in an accident-

prone area of a highway. And Advocate Prashant Bhushan, for the petitioner, agreed that in 

another 50 years, the effects of climate change might take a turn for the worse. CJI also said 

“I understand you don’t have the brains to build new ones [water conservation systems], but 

you are also destroying what is there,”. 

(February 20, 2020) Thursday 

SC directs Rajasthan government, its collectors and SPs to stop illegal sand mining in 

state (SC/ New Delhi) 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dont-detain-children-in-jails-lockups-supreme-court-tells-police/article30803516.ece
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[Sand Mining| Environment Damage| CEC] 

The Supreme Court took strong note of rampant illegal sand mining in Rajasthan and directed 

the state government, its collectors and SPs to take immediate steps to stop it. Chief Justice S 

A Bobde said illegal sand mining is likely to “damage the environment irreparably”. The 

bench, also directed the apex court appointed Central Empowered Committee (CEC) to look 

into the issue of illegal sand mining and submit a report suggesting measures to deal with it. 

And asked CEC to submit report within Six weeks. 

(February 21, 2020) Friday 

NEET applies for undergraduate courses in alternative medicine (SC/ New Delhi) 

[NEET| Min. Standards] 

The Supreme Court upheld the validity of applying the National Eligibility cum Entrance 

Test (NEET) for admission to under-graduate courses under the Union Ministry of Ayurveda, 

Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa Rigpa and Homoeopathy (AYUSH). A Bench 

agreed with the government that admissions to BAMS, BUMS, BSMS and BHMS would 

require candidates to score minimum qualifying marks for NEET. And Rao J, “Doctors who 

are qualified in Ayurvedic, Unani and Homeopathy streams also treat patients and the lack of 

minimum standards of education would result in half-baked doctors being turned out of 

professional colleges. Non-availability of eligible candidates for admission to AYUSH under-

graduate courses cannot be a reason to lower the standards prescribed by the Central Council 

for admission,” 

(February 22, 2020) Saturday 

Plea in HC seeking CBI probe into TNPSC scam (HC/ Madurai) 

[TNPSC| Malpractice| PIL] 

The Madurai Bench of Madras High Court ordered notice to the State on two separate public 

interest litigation petitions seeking a CBI probe into the Tamil Nadu Public Service 

Commission (TNPSC) examination scam. A Division Bench ordered notice to the State and 

adjourned the hearing in the separate petitions filed by advocate B. Stalin and K.K. Ramesh 

of Madurai. Both sought a CBI probe into the malpractices in the exam. The petitioners said 

that even as early as 2000-2001, the TNPSC examinations were marred by malpractices and 

subsequently candidates who had played fraud were able to secure government jobs. Such 

officials were holding key posts in Tamil Nadu Police and Administrative Departments. 

(February 23, 2020) Sunday 

An umbrella for the consumer  

[Consumer Protection Bill| Amendment| Wide Purview]  

As online transactions become a way of life, the Consumer Protection Bill, 2018 is a step 

towards providing ordinary consumers some protection of their interests and establishing 

points for quick and effective administration and settlement of disputes. The pending bill will 

cover both online and offline transaction including tele-shopping and multi- level marketing. 

The Bill’s salient features include establishment of an executive agency to be known as the 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/consumer-protection-bill-awaits-govt-nod/article19589010.ece


Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) to promote, protect and enforce the rights of 

the consumers. 

(February 24, 2020) Monday 

Dissent against govt is not anti-national (SC/ New Delhi) 

[Criticism| Not anti-national] 

Supreme Court judge Justice Deepak Gupta. Said that A dissenter is not an anti-national. 

Holding a contrary view to that of the government does not make one an anti-national. He 

further mentioned “Criticism of the executive, the judiciary, the bureaucracy or the armed 

forces cannot be termed ‘anti-national’. In case we attempt to stifle criticism of the 

institutions, we shall become a police state instead of a democracy.... To question, to 

challenge, to verify, to ask for accountability from the government is the right of every 

citizen...”. 

(February 25, 2020) Tuesday 

HC raps PWD officials for ‘falsifying’ court record (HC/ Mumbai) 

[False Record| Perjury] 

The Bombay High Court has come down heavily on senior officials of the State Public 

Works Department for creating a false record of the court. Prima facie, the HC said, “it 

appears that these respondents are guilty of deposing to such false averments or statements, 

which may amount to perjury.” The matter pertains to a contempt petition filed by one Manaj 

Tollway Private Limited against the PWD. The affidavits filed by the three officials 

mentioned an identical paragraph regarding a court order dated November 25, 2019, which 

the court has observed to be false. 

(February 26, 2020) Wednesday 

Two teachers sentenced under POCSO (HC/ Chennai) 

[Sexual harassment| POSCO] 

The Madras High Court sentenced two teachers of a government girls’ higher secondary 

school in Chengalpattu to five and three years of rigorous imprisonment for having sexually 

harassed many Class XI and XII students in 2012. Justice P. Velmurugan said, 

“unfortunately” the trial court had framed charges under limited provisions of law and he 

could not convict them beyond those charges without affording them an opportunity of 

defence. Further, it would not be proper to order retrial in the case at this stage considering 

the future of the victims, he said. 

(February 27, 2020) Thursday 

HC decides ownership of temple property using Chola inscriptions (HC/ Chennai) 

[Temple| Ownership] 

The Madras High Court has come to the rescue of Adheepureeswarar temple at 

Keezhakasakudi village in Karaikkal taluk of Puducherry in claiming title over huge tracts of 

immovable properties situated around it. It relied solely upon epigraphs on the walls of the 



temple, dating back to 1174 and 1227 CE, to prove that the valuable lands had actually been 

donated to it by the then Chola kings. Justice S.M. Subramaniam dismissed an appeal suit 

filed by Balkis Natchiar and her family members who claimed title over the properties on the 

basis of a partition deed reportedly executed between their ancestors during the French. The 

judge said, “Neither the partition deed nor the patta would be sufficient to prove title.” 

(February 28, 2020) Friday 

HC to examine legality of taking back land allotted to industries (HC/ Chennai) 

[Industries| Environment |Land allotted]  

The Madras High Court decided to undertake a deeper examination of legal as well as 

environmental aspects related to the State government and its entities having sold lands, 

classified as waterbodies in the revenue records, for industrial purposes, a few decades ago, 

but now attempting to retrieve the properties for re-creating the water sources. The appeal 

was preferred against a judgment passed on August 30, permitting Tamil Nadu Small 

Industries Development Corporation (SIDCO) to retrieve two plots at the industrial estate 

after returning the sale consideration, along with interest at the rate of 18% per annum, since 

1993, and restore them into waterbodies. 

(February 29, 2020) Saturday 

High Court quashes transfer of government doctors (HC/ Chennai) 

[Doctor| Strike| Demands] 

The Madras HC stated that Doctors have no right to go on strike. And quashed charge memos 

and transfers order issued to select government doctors who had spearheaded a strike last 

year, held govt. action smacked of mala fide intention of exhibiting its might over the 

employees. Blaming govt. for not having handled the issue properly and said the govt. should 

have given top priority to some of the demands also said if the government was not in a 

position to accept the demands, it should have been told to the doctors in black and white. 

The judge reminded the doctors that no government employee had a right to strike and that 

the law had been settled well by the SC in T.K. Rangarajan versus Government of Tamil 

Nadu (2003) case. 

 

 


